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The Teaching of the Catechism, **„ e book abou t the catechism, made 
us a singularly valu " bI ® D ," in presentation of the ideas proper to the 

simple for children by a p< K taJk Q| . ^necessary illustration. I t 

subject rather than Dy ' e Churchinanship, and>akes for ‘‘ sober 


wa 

to 


sud)cu extreme 

expresses sound but not e Wg beIjeve m any parents will be glad 

alking in pure k ' i„ caching their children. 

use Miss Ward s boo ^ Ba||ad . epiCi b y A. M. Buckton (Methuen). 
The Burden of^ig > & ba || ad -epic, a title which gives some idea 

Miss Buckton calls p Thg aut hor realises in a^ruly impressive 
of the manner of tre ^ in a Boer homestead before and 

- y th * h i‘ f L r The incidents, or such-like incidents, the newspapers 
HeuJ familiar with at the time; but the insight which tells what these 
Tits were to the people who did and endured them is Miss Buckton’. 
own noetic gift The ballads are of unequal literary value, but are 
always interesting, and some of the lyrics are beautiful 
My First Piano Lessons, by Agnes Honona Leeds, L.R.A.M. (Novello) 
"This book is intended for the use of very young children only. To 
many little ones, weary of their pianoforte lessons on account of their 
dryness and dulness.” The author has certainly succeeded in producing, 
as the result of her very wide experience, an entertaining and, probably, 
effectual way of introducing children to the mysteries of “ Mr. Crochet," 
"Miss Quaver,” and the like. If we are not entirely in sympath } 7 with 
this ingenious effort, it is because we believe that the love of 
knowledge which children possess should carry them even over this 
ground without the aid of play. 

Training of Children (third edition), by The General of the Salvation 
Auny ((9, Fortress Road, N.W., 6d.) As is to be expected from its 
autlioiship, this volume is full of earnest piety and sound common 
sense. ^ Whether the reader is, or is not, in entire sympathy with the 
aut ors re igious views, he must needs profit by such a sentence as this 
in'™!: C a' a ^ er ?' Companionship), — "It should also be borne in mind, 
UD 0 I 1 anJp lng t n & V’^ U .^ nc f one c hild u P on another, or of one man 
of instinct whiJf ' S 10 , al1 character . whether good or bad, a kind 


P^PagatTiiglt^'n others " S We^h In3 p f S itS P ossess or take pleasure in 
attention of parents heartily commend this little book to the 

Underdown has^found ^ n . derciown (Swan, Sonnenschein, 6/-). Miss 
that we do not remem^ Ciarmin & theme for a historical tale, and one 
story in a magazine A ri Seen treate d before except as a short 
a figure as that of the hn & i C ea *‘ n § w hh so generous and romantic 
Several of the ineia t y " Kln S> Conradi 

Turgatorio, and the^accom't^of 3 ~ V -' J - uy - 

l re . to be found in the chr. . battle 3 of Monte Perto and Taglicozzo 
s\'w“.' e niust needs be inter" 0 tbe With such material 

an}i e '* somew hat from an c;»A, eStln8 J We think, though, the author 
Chari , 00 ' 3 ” iu tha t she adhere/’™ ^ richesses - She has the instinct of 
a littiV PS f her P ers °nages. B r " pu ! 0lls| y to facts and to the historical 
historv W -n^ tlle P'ay of the nn " • US Very scru P u *ousness interferes 

y will enjoy this introductfo ti Ve - . Y °uug people with a love of 

011 so interesting an episode. 


in, must needs rouse interest, 
are referred to by Dante in the 


the “P.R.” LETTER bag. 

:m c Ei«or „ M the opiniom of c 

Dear Editor i n view nf i • 

Mankind in the Making and t J ^ ^ irCulation of Mr - Wells’ Book, 
in the minds of many of foj ^ U has a — ed 

of interest to them. He has kindlv pi’v the followin g le tter will be 

S klnd ‘y g' ven me permission to print it. 

Yours faithfully, 

H. Franklin, 

movement that is at once enthusiastic and sane I c ° n tain of an educational 

Parents- Union so fa, as i, is he l S,«d ”d i the 

and strength that forbid a motive Z ,! c ; Si tal' c"°“ °' ” y 

sincere,,, „. G. Wanns. Spade 
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Tel . 479 Victoria . 

To whom all Bon, Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches , also 6 copies 
of any p? osfectuses or other papers they may print . 

-A • B. — Kindly write on one side of the paper only . 


NKW BRANCHES. 


J he Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places: — 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Cardiff. — Names may be sent to Mrs. Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas 
Powis. 

Dunfermline. — Mrs. Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunfermline, would be 
glad to hear from people interested. 

GUILDFORD. — Names may be sent pi o tern, to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 


Nottingham. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Readers of the Patents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 26 , Victoria 

Street, S.W. 

Belgravia. — A meeting was held at 27, Lowndes Square (by kind 
permission of Mr. and Mrs. Verity), when a very interesting lecture was 
given by Dr. Des Voeux on “ Physical Exercise.” Mr. Verity in the chair, 
about 45 members present. 
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p 4K NWORTH.-0n Friday, Feb. 19th, the members of 
Bolton and b meeting of the Bolton Education Society, 

this branch were invl e , Mjss Kitchener, Head Mistress of the Bury 
held in the Grammar School- paper on “ How Parents can help 

? a T".. S " S»c. of .h. P N.H.U., read o’ 

Teachers ) .% T — nf rlrpn/^fnlh; nwrhi 


? a 7' a s " Ze Mrs. Harold Barnes, Sec. of the P.N.E.U., read on 
‘ Hot Teacher! can help Parents.” In spite of the dreadfully wet night 
thfre Jas a good attendance. Unfortunately there was not much dis- 
cussion but three or four people spoke and the papers were listened to 
with interest and the readers accorded a very hearty vote of thanks. 

Bristol -T he sixth meeting of the session was held on Friday, 
March 4th, at the Kensington School of Art, Berkeley Square, when 
Mrs. Josef Conn addressed a crowded audience of ladies on “Physical 
Education.” Mrs. Conn addressed herself to women as mothers, and she 
deplored the profound ignorance displayed by women as a whole in all that 
related to the vital organs of the body. This ignorance affected not only 
themselves, but also future generations. When a girl went to school the 
development of her body was sacrificed to the development of her brain. 
Nothing in her education fitted her for the grave responsibilities of 
motherhood. Most childish ailments were the outcome of ignorant 
neglect on the part of mothers and nurses in charge of children. Few 
mothers realised the lasting disastrous effects of such neglect on the 
child’s health. The first traces of adenoid growths and spinal curvature 
were unnoticed until they became apparent to the untrained observer, 
and then an operation or other strong measure had to be resorted to! 
By teaching children to breathe properly, adenoids would never develop 
and by teaching them to sit and stand correctly curvature of the spine 

showprl b ess req “ ent - Mrs - Conn tben spoke on voice production, and 
control anT • ^ ° f lung ® and nasal brea, hing one could 

speakers el l e nc y ST V °' Ce ^ fati S Ue which most P ub1 ^ 

breathing and voir P ^ f ^ ^ wonderful examples of sustained 

pr.cS^xr;rrn h e : c ;r zzt r of dia *r s and 

and deportment Thpr* ° n the °f incorrect breathing 

The seventh meeting of hT? ^f^ 8 at the of the lecture.-^ 
Kensington SchooUf Art BerkTleTL^ ^ °" * nd * y ’ March llth > at the 
addressed a large audience. mI r p t’ Z MrS> H ° Ward G1 ° Ver 
Howard Glover took as her subject “ Our t0 ° k th ® Chair ' MrS ‘ 

fhls lecture was also given at CrnvH ’ I Rela tions to Music and Art.” 
appears. g ^ at Cr °y don > under which heading a report of it 

Music 1 "?' 'L?'"’ f?" GI ° Ver re » d "« paper on -Our 
0 justice to the beauty 0 f thought "a ' mpossible ' n a short report to 
Mr 5 .GI “ in for „ea t arm '“guage »h,ch held 

one— h ° Ver s,ated lankly that the oh *" ^ a ° bour ‘ -At the outset 
that sh°" t0 bnng ° Ur chi 'dren into b ^ paper was a practical 

boy, and JIT' she "’aintained. w ’ re ‘ '• " ot tlle poi „, 

best mast/ 0Vers of music and na' f 1 enou £ b to make our 
f °rmer art in °" ly to ° ma ny young 1 ng as represented by the 
“ &Uch Productions as “ The Sb ^ f ° Und their ideal of the 

I he Shop Girl,” and this low level of 
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taste was a severe rnfmie ~~ 

small children even in h b T ° Ur artistic ed ucation. ] n the 

be called forth, and in a this 0 rfsp S e 0 cT e a Si hom 0f T ^^mTgh! 

culture would have more influence evL than b a ' m0Sphere breathing 0 f 
cen tunes behind the Greeks, and Edward Thri^ iT We E ” g,ish were 
first to reform the musical part of our nnhr ?’ °f Uppin S han b was the 
making class singing compulsory^ training ’ by dint of 
where the boys were accustomed to hefr fhe TIT 8 COncertf - 

and especially by inviting Joachim ann ,all r ? S ' Cal com P°sitions ; 
had a great influence, not 'only over hi^s own nun 1 Y b ^ SCh ° 0 ' he had 
schools. Turning from the school to the b n P P ' but ° n ad tbe public 
artistic parents should not drop their accomnliTb’ ^ G '° Ver Urged that 
stress on the training of a child’s ear from babvhooTh ^b ^ ^ great 
pieces as the “Harmonious Blacksmith” the P y the pla y>ng such 
Wagner’s “ Lohengrin,” for, above all we shmild U * 1° Act HI - of 
to a child. From the cradle let him\ eware of playing down 

would-be Lb "r „t ^ be audtuce M X «W. small 
f very ^ *KS Z 

uctions of the works of the greatest artists. Let them see photographs 
of the finest paintings ; tell them the name of the artist, so that they^ight 
connect the work and its master; use such stories as you find inZZt 
of the Tuscan Artists, and do not, in an ultra-Protestant frame of mind, 
neglect the legends of those saints whose forms appear so often in the old 
masters. J hey should be made familiar with such stories as those of 
M. Francis of Assisi, St. Jerome and his lion, St. Catharine and her 
wheel, and here Mrs. Jameson’s Sacred Art would be found useful as 
a book of reference. As the child grew up he should be taken to the 
National Gallery, being prepared for such a visit by the study of Cosmo 
Monkhouse’s In the National Gallery. Mrs. Glover, in conclusion, said 
that she foresaw that many would regard her claiming the best in Art for 
the babies as a mere counsel of perfection ; but she wished to press home 
the fact that upon our earliest presentations it would depend whether we 
were satisfied with what is second-rate or whether we claimed as our 
heritage all that is most beautiful in the world of art. — A meeting was held 
on Friday, Feb. 26th, at the Red House, Park Hill Road, at which Mr. 
Morgan read a paper on “Nature Study, its Aims and Methods.” Mr. 
Morgan began by stating that his point of view was not that of the mere 
scientist or theorist, but of the practical educationist who, in considering 
the study of Nature, must have regard to the possibilities allowed by the 
time allotted in the school curriculum, the age of the boys, and the position 
of the school. The aim of Nature study was threefold. It should train 
the powers of observation, instil a thirst for inquiry, and so develop the 
reasoning facullies, and should also awaken a love of Nature ; these were 
the highest aims of this study, but Mr. Morgan also claimed a place for it 
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7'"„„ 77^ utility « ro '"’ d lh „ at u co,,ldbe 

in the curriculum on the mo ^ composition, drawing and painting, 

correlated with other subjec invest j ga tion. Mr. Morgan 

and mathematics, ana methods of teaching, and before deciding 

then passed on to con ** ae f , he children must be carefully considered, 
on these, the aim and t e g ^ boys wa tch and discover for them- 

The ideal way was, 0 cour ’ „ jde philosopher, and friend.” In 

selves, the Jroom should be supplemented by rambles, 

«- ** i,,e s,udy »' 

N Gus“ow^ r ibrconcluding address of the winter’s session was 
ULA g > Doune Gardens (by kind permission of 

Jie lecturer, Rev. Ger 141 ~ l 

his subject "The Religion of a Child,” explaining 

mainly with the relation of child life to church life. He declared that 


de i ~ « d „„ March and, at 8, Doune Gardens (tty ,no permission o, 
M Maxwell Hannay). The lecturer, Rev. Geo Mormon chose for 
, ;..u: Rplioinn of a Child,” explaining that he wished to deal 

mainly m.n me re, a. ion - »“ rch ^ declared ll,al 

the church life of our own day is greatly affected by the recognition or 
re-discovery of the child. There are two causes which emphasize the 


spiritual and moral importance of the child, (i) The new interest in ctold- 
life extends far beyond the Christian church. We consider childhood as 
an end in itself , not as a stage of growth. Literature, philanthropy, 
psychology, all show the broader spirit of the time. Compare the sedulous 
care with which u Lewis Carroll” masked his identity with the blazoned 
authorship of the Just So Stories. The most popular author is not 
ashamed to write for the little ones. ( 2 ) The new recognition of childhood 
followed on the new recognition of Christ as a human Saviour. We 
should note that the child’s nature is intensely religious, though he may 
not express himself in our forms, e.g., may not care for church-going, and 
may find Sunday dull. Religious things are real to a child — all beyond 
the horizon is clear to his thought and brain. This show's the need of 
parents and guardians being perfectly sincere in their religious teaching. 
Kemember that in a few years the children will be brought face to face 
with changed view's of Biblical criticism. Try to make them enter into 
t e true spirit of Scripture. The child makes no distinction between 
secu ar and sacred. His innocence sees no incongruity in heavenly crowns 

FiMlf ned w? r th e ! aStlC ’” ° r an interlude of frolic amidst his prayers. 
w2 ?h m? 80 ' this new .^titude on the organized life 

(2) There are nev i 1616 ' S n ° W 3 feellng of home never there before. 

PreaChing: the Pagination is allowed fuller 

tenderness missed before" ( 3 ) There ^ ^ there ‘ S * 

Christian men and women ' They find e " larged Sphere of serv,ce for 

training, and praying f 0r the young. en ° rm0US field in teaching, 

Hampstead,” by Mr^Max welT" 6 * 1CCtUre to children on “Historical 

this Review.— On Feb 15th Mrs* n n ° W a PP earin g in the pages of 
Paper on "The Tratinf of 

been enjoyed by several othpr k V. the llterar Y charm of which has 
illustrative literary , The evening was varied by 

Ipswich.— An interesting lecture^ 10118 ! adlCS and gentlemen present, 
branch at Ipswich Museum bv Mr T W in Connection with this 

• Cattell, Head Master of the 
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Middle School. The chair “ 

subject was The Relationship" tluvUn" fhjjf Barr >^ ,on - 
Authority.” It seemed, he said almr t •? Schoc>1 and th e Home 

second Renaissance (educationalM , aS ' f WC " ere P assin g through a 
of teachers and paren^d ft *h 7? " ’V" ' he 
underdandin,.. the though, and acton E u ^ * "'T' 

Charlotte Mason the foundress! had i ar , P-W.E.U., inspired by 

maintained that the du,i e “ "d ' ‘t F *' * C ° nl " b “*‘d. The lectureV 
The necessity of choosing a school^ t / ° f parents wer e illimitable, 
inadequate rLsons. iff ^ S,l * h ‘ a " d 

physical, mental, moral, and spiritual, but in alH^he ^ Tf 
very important part to play. When selected th* h P3rent had a 
show more interest in the school and the h ’ 1 P arents might often 
did. Mr. Cattell advocated corpo^i^ 
omit the spiritual from the education of a child (in its broad If C 
in the speaker’s view, to do the child a wrong; the seed should ^r^ 
by the mother, and later fostered and directed by the teacher 6 S °" r> 
RinOEKMiNSTEK.-This branch has held two drawing-room meetings 
The first, on February 11, h, at Mrs. Ivens’, “Sunnyside ” Franche, when 
Miss Ivens gave a paper on “ Social Problems.” She said she considered 
t ie two greatest were immorality and intemperance, and speaking of the 
causes of those terrible social evils, touched upon the housing question 
t ie Education Act, the laws for the protection of young women, and also 
the amount of rescue work that is being done where she felt that it might 
be so much better forestalled by work of a preventive character. — On 
March 10th another meeting ;'was held, also at Mrs. Ivens’, when Miss 
G. E. Southall spoke on “ Women and Local Government.” She pointed 
out how splendidly women Guardians are helping among the women and 
children in Workhouses; how necessary women are on School Boards 
with female teachers, and numbers of young children’s wants to be 
enquired into, and how women can make their w r ay into poor homes as 
Sanitary Inspectors, where it is absolutely impossible for men to be able to 
enter efficiently into all that is required. She urged that such work to be 
well done must be shared by men and women, and that the labour in the 
world could be made more easy by the admission of w'omen into the 
portion which they most surely, were meant to perform. 

READING. — At a meeting of this branch held at University College, 
Reading, Mr. Hastings Gilford, F. R.C.S., presiding, Miss Packer 
read an excellent paper, in which with considerable insight and detailed 
knowledge she related her impressions of the French National Educational 
System. The present system in France w r as formed by the great 
Napoleon, whose idea was to make good citizens, but w r ho invested 
it w’ith so much of law and order, *1 and endeavoured to make it a 
mechanical machine like the army of h ranee, that education w r as cramped 
where it most needed liberty and instead of developing the individuality of 
the scholar it repressed it. It produced men and women with little self- 
reliance, and by its strict surveillance, the lack of physical exercise, etc., 
it left them morally weak. In the infant school the child was better 
looked after than in England, being fed and clothed where necessary, but 
though undoubtedly beneficial to the children, there was so much of evil 
in the system that it encroached far too much upon the domain of parental 




, . verv strong argument against it. One great feature of 
responsibility. ^ f pecia] atten tion given to composition, speech 

rr'tyl' and which made French writing the moat beautiful in the world, 
a"d also the wide knowledge of history not only of their own country, hut 
of other countries also, showing how the world had developed and pro- 
Tressed thereby broadening their outlook. A great feature was made of 
the duties of citizenship, which occupied a prominent part in the curriculum. 
The French are ahead of us, however, in that any child, however poor, can 
pass from the primary school to the University, providing he has the brains. 
As regards the higher parts of education, Miss Packer thought that the 
educated Frenchman knew a little of more subjects than the Englishman, 
but that the Englishman knew more of fewer subjects. — Natural History 
Club— On Tuesday evening, Feb 23rd, Walter Rowntree, Esq., B.Sc., 
talked to about 120 members and their friends of some of the animals in 
the Zoological Gardens. The lecture was well illustrated with lantern 
slides, mostly taken from life by the lecturer himself, and he was followed 
with great attention as he introduced to his audience many remarkable 
animals and birds. Where opportunity offered slides were shown of 
several extinct forms, such as the Mastodon, Mammoth and Giant Sloth 
and they were compared with existing species to be seen in the “Zoo”' 
to-day.— “• Water Babies” was the subject of a lecture given to about 80 
members on Tuesday, March 8th, by Miss Hamilton. Dealing but brieflv 
with tadpoles— they having been the subject on a recent occasion— the 

1 siie 

■"■11* w«= slewed 

and Daphne were dealt with at "V' 1 " ,t. °[ mS ’ sucl1 as c y clo P s < Hydra, 
and mayflies. " h ' >! also the of Culex, dragon, stone 

Franklin 'gatm Z?* hae °" March 2 " d . when Mrs. 

conclusion of the address a commhteeTnd'ofT aUdie " Ce 6 °' A ‘ the 
branch is now in working order with and officer s were selected and the 
Wakefield and 'disTricT-M me ^ bershi P of over 30. 

on ‘‘ Reticence and Tolerance ” at Tb P^ ItS ° n C ' ark gave an address 

he speaker thought that children 6 mS ’ ° n Frida y. February 26th. 
S' Z*' y sScts 2 r Suffld ™ly encouraged to 

JL a n< i WOng should be fistemd VT** a more defi nite idea of 

fhe Paper Was tellowed by a 

W>| "S" at ameMing'heVb* v"', el . emen,s ° f botany 

admitted.’ Theiert Swithun Street, on Feb ‘ nvitat,on of Mrs - 

Hampshire as a h dwelt Ver y stronelv 3 T l ° Wh ' Ch children were 
soils, then n untln g ground for bnt ^ °" tbe spec ' al advantages of 
flowe’rs , t0 a d etat d ^nl' S ’ ° Wing t0 «>e variety of its 
called special an by a great variety )\ anatl0n of th e construction of 
"re , T ,,0n t0 ,h ' mars. lantern slides. He 

*W» IcrtihsSSr'r of .P'*ma, and i “ ,ricks of nature to ensure 

.fclstS ,h .' Prime enkSd' T'S ° n his ""*«■<* that 

0 learn ers making a °!q m P . lants an(i trees t ^ le beaut ies and 

n noting their own obsenT ^ nS * S * e< ^ on ^ le importance 
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ON CHOOSING A BOY’S CAREER.* 

By the Rev. Dr Gow. 

The question, “ What to do with our sons ? ” appeared to be 
exoting much interest just now, not only in this cTnttbu 
abroad, yet ,t would probably be a mistake to suppo 7tha 
the quest, on was becoming more urgent because the world 
was more populous. On the contrary it seemed really to be 
less urgent than it was m earlier ages. The progress of in- 
vention and discovery had lately created a thousand new 
occupations, and the great improvement in locomotion had 
enabled men to scour the world in search of openings for their 
labour. On the other hand, the prevalence of infanticide 
both in antiquity and among modern savages, the constant 
c lamour for hand and colonies in Greece and Italy, the immense 
pauper population of Rome, the rigid caste-system of India, 
the strict limitation of apprenticeship in the medieval trade- 
guilds, the enormous number of men and women who took to 
the cloister — facts like these appear to indicate that the 
difficulty of parents in finding a livelihood for their children 
is at least no new thing and was perhaps more desperate 
when the world was far more sparsely inhabited. 

In these days, parents very often resorted to the school- 
master for advice in regard to the future of their sons, though 
the practice was perhaps more common in the provinces than 

* Notes of a lecture given to the Hyde Park and Bayswater Branch. 
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